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We Welcome you to Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

A Lenten Journey with Joseph: Chased by a Dirty Conscience  
 

As We Gather 
A guilty, heavy conscience can wreak havoc on a person and on a soul. As King David was inspired to 
write in a psalm, hearkening back to his time of sinful indiscretions bottled up inside, he says, “When I 
kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long” (Psalm 32:3). It is what a guilty,  
unclean conscience can do. One can only imagine the state of most of Joseph’s brothers, who for nearly 
twenty years kept to themselves the treatment of their brother and the secrets and lies kept from their  
father, Jacob. Through this Genesis account and throughout Scripture, we are reminded again what can 
cleanse a conscience and give peace to a soul. Through repentance, confession, forgiveness, and the 
grace of God, we are affirmed through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and a clean conscience and new 
life is had. 
 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Opening Sentences Psalm 51:1–9 
P In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 
C and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 
 

P Joseph’s journey in Genesis came full circle when his brothers journeyed to Egypt in need of food as 
a famine struck the land. With their sinful actions from decades prior left unresolved, they and their 
consciences bowed down before their brother Joseph. We, too, know what a guilty conscience feels 
like, yet we also are given the knowledge of where to bring our sin and shame. We respond with the 
psalmist: 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot 
out my transgressions. 

C Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
 

P For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
C Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be 

justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 
 

P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
C Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the secret 

heart. 
 

P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
C Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
 

P Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
 

 

Confession and Absolution Please kneel for the Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

P That we may have a conscience at peace, let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us 
all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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PASSION STORY IV 
Then they led him off to Pilate. To 
avoid ceremonial uncleanness the 
Jews did not enter the palace; they 
wanted to be able to eat the  
Passover. So Pilate came out to 
them and asked, “What charges are 
you bringing against this man?” “If he 
were not a criminal, we would not 
have handed him over to you.” This 
happened so that the words Jesus 
had spoken indicating the kind of 
death he was going to die would be 
fulfilled.  
 

They began to accuse him, saying, 
“We have found this man subverting 
our nation. He opposes payment of 
taxes to Caesar and claims to be 
Christ, a king.” Pilate then went back  
inside the palace, summoned  
Jesus and asked him, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” “Is that your idea, 
or did others talk to you about me?” 
“Am I a Jew?” It was your people and 
our chief priests who handed you 
over to me. What is it you have 
done?”  
 

“My kingdom is not of this world. If it 
were, my servants would fight to  
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But 
now my kingdom is from another 
place. “You are a king, then!” “You 
are right in saying I am a king. In 
fact, for this reason I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testi-
fy to the truth. Everyone on the side 
of truth listens to me.” “What is 
truth?”  
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him 
flogged. The soldiers led Jesus away 
into the palace (that is, the  
Praetorium) and called together the 
whole company of soldiers. They put 
a purple robe on him, then twisted 
together a crown of thorns and set it 
on him. And they began to call out to 
him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Again 
and again they struck him on the 
head with a staff and spit on him.  

 
Falling on their knees, they paid 
homage to him. Once more Pilate 
came out and said to the Jews, 
“Look, I am bringing him out to you to 
let you know that I find no basis for a 
charge against him. “ “We have a 
law, and according to that law he 
must die, because he claimed to be 
the Son of God.”  
 

When Pilate heard this, he was even 
more afraid, and he went back inside 
the palace. He asked Jesus, “Where 
do you come from?” But Jesus gave 
him no answer. Pilate asked, “Do you 
refuse to speak to me? Don’t you 
realize I have power to free you or to 
crucify you?” “You would have no 
power over me if it were not given to 
you from above. Therefore the one 
who handed me over to you is guilty 
of a greater sin.”  
 

From then on, Pilate tried to set  
Jesus free. But they insisted, “He 
stirs up the people all over Judea by 
his teaching. He started in Galilee 
and has come all the way here.” On 
hearing this, Pilate asked if the man 
was a Galilean. When he learned 
that Jesus was under Herod’s  
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, 
who was also in Jerusalem at that 
time.  
 

When Herod saw Jesus, he was 
greatly pleased, because for a long 
time he had been wanting to see 
him. From what he had heard about 
him, he hoped to see him perform 
some miracle. He plied him with 
many questions, but Jesus gave him 
no answer. The chief priests and 
teachers of the law were standing 
there, vehemently accusing him.  
 

Then Herod and his soldiers  
ridiculed and mocked him.  
Dressing him in an elegant robe, they 
sent him back to Pilate. That day 
Herod and Pilate became friends  
before this they had been enemies.  

 
Pilate called together the chief 
priests, the rulers and the people, 
and said to them “You brought me 
this man as one who was inciting the 
people to rebellion. I have examined 
him in your presence and have found 
no basis for your charges against 
him. Neither has Herod for he sent 
him back to us; as you can see, he 
had done nothing to deserve death. 
Therefore, I will punish him and  
release him.”   
 

Now it was the governor’s custom at 
the Feast to release a prisoner  
chosen by the crowd. At that time 
they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Barabbas. So when the crowd had 
gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which 
one do you want me to release to 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called Christ?” For he knew it was 
out of envy that they had handed  
Jesus over to him. While Pilate was 
sitting on the judges seat, his wife 
sent him this message: “Don’t have 
anything to do with that innocent 
man, for I have suffered a great deal 
today in a dream because of him,” 
But the chief priest and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for  
Barabbas and to have Jesus  
executed.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Congregation: All we like sheep 
have gone astray, and the Lord 
has laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all. By His wounds we are healed.  
 
Please stand for Apostles’ Creed 
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Apostles’ Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Please stand 
 

Sermon Text—Luke 22: 31, 32 
31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may 
not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  
 

Sermon—Satan has asked to sift all of you.  
 

Offering—Please stand as the offering is brought to the altar.  
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Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church Psalm 51:10 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

Heavenly Father, we see with Joseph’s brothers what a guilty conscience does to selves and rela-
tionships. As we journey with him and look to the cross of Christ through it all, we thank You for the 
invitation to confess our sins and through Your Son to receive forgiveness and grace. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

P Bless us in this Lenten season in all we do, serving You in our respective vocations, families, homes, 
and relationships with others. Give us strength and courage as we live as Your witnesses and speak 
Your truth in love. Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

P Be with those whose hearts are far from You, that their guilt be relieved, doubts be conquered, fears 
be given peace, dread given joy, and hopelessness given faith and trust in You. Be especially with 
those who request our prayers, and all who face struggles in their earthly journeys. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Catechism The Fifth Petition 
P We pray in the fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 
C And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

P What does this mean? 
C We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our pray-

er because of them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we de-
served them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and 
surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good 
to those who sin against us. 
 

P We now join together with this and all petitions in the prayer our Lord has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 
10:30AM:    Luther’s Morning Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from 
all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my  
doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.  
 

6:30PM:     Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night.  For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.  
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

431 Not All the Blood of Beasts 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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We welcome Rev. Wayne King from St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Belgium.  
 
Next week is our final week of Wednesday Lenten Worship Services.  
 
Maundy Thursday       6:30pm 
Good Friday               Noon & 6:30pm 
Easter Worship Services 6:30 & 9:30am 
Easter Breakfast                       Following the  
 
Palm Sunday—Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday school.  

 
Pastor Peterson would like the kids to meet in the narthex before the service you are  
attending. The kids will be given a palm and they will walk to the altar where Pastor  
Peterson will do a children service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


